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July 4,1903 15^3 

On receipt pf reliable information to-day, through Chinese sources, that plague is 
epidemic at I*akhoi and its immediate vicinity, I cabled to the Department as follows, 
transmitting a duplicate to Minister Conger at Peking: 

"Seceetaeyof State, Washingtoti, £>. C. : Plague epidemic Pakhoi. — McWade." 

No reliable data can be gathered that will give anything even approximating to the 
the number of deaths from the scourge in that locality, or indeed in any other, for the 
officials are very reticent when approached on this subject. 

I have to-day prepared for H. E. Tao JIu, viceroy of the Two Kwangs, the following 
recommendations which he will instruct the sanitary board of Canton to carry into 
effect: 

The hospital boats or junks which did such magnificent service last year should be 
again set aside for similar use, after their interiors have been thoroughly washed and 
cleaned, dilute carbolic acid being lavishly used. 

Plenty of sunlight and pure air, cleanliness of person and residence, and freedom 
from excitement are the chief preventives of the plague. 

Cleanliness is the one great preventive. When the people and their houses and shops 
and the streets and drains are kept clean the disease will rarely appear, and when it 
does will not remain for a long time and will have but few victims. Dirt, darkness, 
and bad food are the chief encouragements of the disease. 

When, however, the precaution of cleanliness of persons, houses, streets, and drains 
has been neglected, and the di.seaae has appeared and begun to make headway, the fir.st 
measures to be taken are to in.sist on absolute cleanliness everywhere, to confiscate and 
immediately destroy by fire all impure, rotten, or otherwi.se bad food, to compel the 
clothing and furniture, etc., of the victims to be swiftly conveyed from the city in her- 
metically sealed coffins. 

The interior of the houses and shops should be thoroughly cleaned and then white- 
washed, plenty of lime being used. If there is a night-soil receptacle or a water-closet 
attached to the house or shop it should always be supplied with dilute carbolic acid, 
which will speedily kill and destroy the germs of the disease. The streets and drains 
should be liberally and profu.sely flushed or flooded for several hours daily with water 
from the river, the flushing or flooding to be done invariably when the river begins to 
ebb towards the sea. The eboing tide of the river will thus carry away to the sea the 
impurities and filth of the houses, shops, drains and streets of the city. 

Your excellency will note that I do not suggest the cremation of the victims' bodies, 
becau.se of the deep-seated antipathy of the natives to that procedure, but I do recom- 
mend that when the bodies are being interred, plenty of quicklime should be placed in 
the graves. I also recommend the absolute prohibition of the visits of relatives, friends, 
and others to the houses or places where any person, man, woman, or child, has died 
of the plague. 

Respectfully, Robert M. McWade, 

United States Constd. 

The Assistant Seceetaey of State. 

COLOMBIA. 

Weekly report of conditions and transactions at Bocas del Toro — Fruit port. 

BocAS DEL ToRO, COLOMBIA, June 17, 1902. 

SiK : I have the honor to make the following report of the conditions 
and transactions at this port ditring the week ended June 16, 1902 : 

Population according to census, not obtainable. Number of cases 
and deaths from yellow fever during the week, none ; number of 
cases and deaths from smallpox during the week, none; number of 
case.** and deaths from typhus fever during the week, none ; number of 
cases and deaths from cholera during the week, none ; number of cases 
and deaths from plague during the week, none ; number of deaths from 
otlier causes during the week, 3. Prevailing diseases, malarial in char- 
acter. The government physician informs me of 3 deaths during the 
week, diagnosed as follows: One, infantile diarrhea; 1 soldier, chronic 
dysentery ; 1 soldier, malarial poi.soning. General sanitary condition 
of this port and the surrounding country during the week, good. From 
per-sons visiting the subport of Chiriqni Grande I learn there are a 
number of soldiers sufiering from chills and fever and dysentery. There 
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is no physician witli the troops at that place. There is 1 case of typhoid 
fever at the United Fruit Company's hospital. The patient (European) 
is a bridge builder and came from Costa Rica several months ago. This 
is the first case of this disease I have seen in Bocas del Toro since I 
came here in 1895. 

Bills of health were issued to the following vessels : June 12, steamship 
Harold, crew, 20 ; ])assengers from this port, none ; passengers in transit, 
none ; baggage disinfected, none. June 13, steamship Duncan, crew, 20 ; 
passengers from this port, none ; passengers in transit, none ; baggage 
disinfected, none. June 14, steamship Colombia, crew, 17 ; passengers from 
this port, none ; passengers in transit, none ; baggage disinfected, none. 
Eespectfully, Paul Osteehout, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Rospital Service. 

COSTA RICA. 

Weekly report of conditions and transactions at Port Limon — Fruit port. 

Port Limon, Costa Rica, June 19, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the conditions 
and transactions at this port during tlie week ended June 19, 1902: - 

Present officially estimated population, 4,000. Number of cases and 
deaths from yellow fever during the week, 2 cases, no deaths ; number 
of cases and deaths from smallpox during the week, none ; number of 
cases and deaths from typhus fever during the week, none ; number of 
cases and deaths from cholera during the week, none; number of cases 
and deaths from plague during the week, none ; number of deaths from 
other causes diiring the week, 2. Prevailing diseases, yellow fever 
and malarial fever. General sanitary condition of this port and the 
surrounding country during the week was not good. The 2 cases of 
yellow fever noted herein (Italian laborers in this port) developed the 
disease, respectively, June 14 and June 18, and they are under treat- 
ment in the Costa Rica Railway hospital here. The 2 deaths, also 
noted herein, colored, male and female infants, were, respectively, due 
to chronic gastroenteritis and remittent fever. 

Bills of health were issued to the following vessels : June 12, steam- 
ship HolstMn, crew, 23 ; passengers from this port, none ; passengers in 
transit, none ; baggage disinfected, none. June 13, steamship Venus, 
crew, 29 ; passengers from this port, none ; passengers in transit, none ; 
baggage disinJected, none. June 14, steamship Brighton, crew, 22 ; 
passengers from this port, none ; passengers in transit, none ; baggage 
disin(ected, none. June 15, steamship Algiers, crew, 31 ; passengers from 
this port, none ; passengers in transit, none ; baggage disinfected, none. 
June 16, steamship Alleghany, crew, 42 ; passengers from this port, 13 ; 
passengers in transit, 5 ; baggage disinfected, none. J une 18, steamship 
Beverly, crew, 39 ; passengers from this port, none ; passengers in transit, 
none ; baggage disinfected, none. 

Respectfully, Wm. H. Caeson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 
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